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From the Cosmos to the Commons
Stadtkuratorin Hamburg Summer programme

On this year's summer solstice, Stadtkuratorin Hamburg (Hamburg's city curation
initiative) and Kunsthaus Hamburg will launch an ambitious art programme. From the
Cosmos to the Commons encompasses a historical exhibition at the Planetarium,
contemporary art installations in the Stadtpark, an exhibition at Kunsthaus Hamburg
and an international symposium at the Warburg-Haus. The project marks the start of City
Curator Joanna Warsza's five-year programme entitled Five Years - Five Elements, which
focuses on the elements of cosmos, fire, air, earth and water, beginning in 2025 with that
of cosmos. Since 2024, the project of Stadtkuratorin Hamburg has been hosted by
Kunsthaus Hamburg.

Through art, From the Cosmos to the Commons seeks to discover new perspectives for a
planetary public sphere and to explore the possibility of a shared value system that
transcends cultural and political boundaries.

“We humans have always had the need to look up at the stars in order to understand our
place on Earth,” explains City Curator Joanna Warsza. “Given the dire state of the world
today, we are searching for new points of reference for planetary thinking. From the
Cosmos to the Commons looks at everything from the celestial divination of ancient times
to state-of-the-art navigation technologies as it asks how we can best find our bearings
together today. We need both the spiritual and the rational, the poetic and the pragmatic if
we are to rethink our relationship with our planet, and the work of Aby Warburg and
contemporary artists’ engagement with his ideas can lead us towards new paths of
planetary understanding.”

Rediscovery of a lost Warburg exhibition at the Hamburg Planetarium

The starting point in this case was the rediscovery of an exhibition designed for the
Hamburg Planetarium by Aby Warburg, in collaboration with Gertrud Bing and Fritz Saxl,
shortly before his death in 1929. “Warburg’s Collection of Images on the History of
Astrology and Astronomy is an absolute hidden treasure,” says exhibition curator Uwe
Fleckner. “Only a few pieces of material evidence still keep the memory of his life and
work alive here in his home city. Having opened on 15 April 1930, this exhibition was put
into storage in 1941 because of the war, temporarily reinstalled in 1945 and 1968, and then
lost until its rediscovery in 1987. Today it is kept by the University of Hamburg. Its revival is
one of the most worthwhile projects of cultural policy the city could undertake.”

Warburg's exhibition will now be presented for the first time in the Planetarium’s
impressive Kesselsaal, not normally open to the public, in a new layout designed by José
Délano. It documents the ways in which humanity has attempted to read the stars and
their movements over the last 4000 years, from mythical imagery to mathematical
abstraction.



'KhH | Stadtkuratorin Hamburg

Contemporary art installations in Hamburg’'s Planetarium and Stadtpark

At the Hamburg Planetarium and in the Stadtpark, 15 international artworks form a unique
constellation, orbiting the central theme and bringing Warburg's ideas into the present
day. Between them, the artists involved, who hail from several different continents and
incorporate a wide variety of cultural backgrounds into their work, unfold a multi-layered
panorama of artistic forms of expression — from large-scale installations and poetic
interventions to participatory projects. Four of the works are located inside the
Planetarium, including Blood Moon by the Indian Raqs Media Collective and German-
Iranian artist Timo Nasseri's calligraphy-based work Unknown Letters. Others can be seen
in the park, including Sunflower Fields by Agnes Denes, a pioneer of environmental art;
Egyptian-French artist Hoda Tawakol's Cosmic Womb, inspired by Nut, the ancient
Egyptian goddess of the sky; the sundial by Yemeni artist Salwa Aleryani; and From
Compost to Cosmos by Hamburg-based artist Ben Nurgenc. A set of mystical tarot cards
created by Argentine visionary Xul Solar form another star in this constellation. These
works combine cosmic perspectives with local traditions and bring different forms of
knowledge into dialogue with one another.

From the stars to digital signals

The group exhibition Between Stars and Signals at Kunsthaus Hamburg spans the arc
from humanity’s early understanding of the world and knowledge of celestial
navigation to a planetary mindset and the development of modern technologies such
as GPS. This transformation has influenced not only our understanding of space and
time, but also our relationship with our planet and the universe beyond. In ancient
times, celestial bodies were used for navigation: sailors determined their location using
constellations and the position of the sun as well as their understanding of ocean
currents. Over time, accurate instruments and astronomical tables were developed,
enabling the planet to be systematically measured and mapped, with lines of longitude
and latitude. Thanks to digital cartography technologies, we can now explore every
corner and map every detail of the globe.

“Space and time are no longer absolute concepts. While augmented reality (AR) and
virtual reality (VR) expand physical spaces with digital layers, time increasingly appears as
a state of permanent ‘real time’, in which data is stored and the future is calculated. In this
exhibition, internationally renowned artists such as Zach Blas, Agnieszka Polska and
Trevor Paglen, as well as Hamburg-based artists such as Hoda Tawakol and Marie
Pietsch, reflect on the development of navigation as a mirror of our world view — from
spiritual connection to technological control,” explains curator Anna Nowak. “Whether
the digital transformation will lead us towards a deeper cosmic consciousness or take us
further away from an immediate experience of the world remains to be seen.”
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Symposium on the Planetary Public Sphere

A symposium entitled Towards the Planetary Public Sphere will be held at the Warburg-
Haus, curated by Joanna Warsza and Patricia Reed. It will bring together international
artists and thinkers, including KITE, Ragqs Media Collective and Professor Bill Sherman,
Director of The Warburg Institute (London). The aim is to explore, through a series of
lectures and performances, a new understanding of planetary coexistence.

About Stadtkuratorin Hamburg

The City Curator project is an independent curatorial format for public art that was initiated
in Hamburg in 2013 and has since been adopted elsewhere both nationally and
internationally. It is dedicated to addressing relevant social and political issues through
temporary art interventions in public spaces. The project is funded by Hamburg’s Ministry
of Culture and Media and hosted by Kunsthaus Hamburg.
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Key dates:

Sunday 19 June 2025: Press Preview

2pm - Café Schmidtchen at the Planetarium Hamburg (south entrance)
Welcome from Joanna Warsza, Anna Nowak and Uwe Fleckner, Exhibition

Transfer by shuttle bus to Kunsthaus Hamburg

4.30pm — Kunsthaus Hamburg
Tour, Q&A, Exhibition
Drinks reception
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20 June 2025, 7pm: Opening of Between Stars and Signals
at Kunsthaus Hamburg, curated by Anna Nowak
(The exhibition runs from 21 June to 17 August 2025.)

Artists: Aram Bartholl, Zach Blas, Nolan Oswald Dennis, Charles & Ray Eames, Sasha
Litvintseva & Beny Wagner, Timo Nasseri, Trevor Paglen, Norbert Pape & Simon Speiser,
Katie Paterson, Marie Pietsch, Agnieszka Polska, Jana Schumacher, Hoda Tawakol

21 June 2025, 6pm—-10pm: Opening of Image Collection on the History of Astrology and
Astronomy, Aby Warburg in Collaboration with Gertrud Bing and Fritz Saxl|

at Planetarium Hamburg, curated by Uwe Fleckner

(The exhibition runs from 21 June to 24 August 2025.)

21 June 2025, 6pm—10pm: Launch of From the Cosmos to the Commons
at the Stadtpark, curated by Joanna Warsza
(The installations will be in place from 21 June to 24 August 2025.)

Artists: Salwa Aleryani, Agnes Denes, Maria Edwards, Shahira Issa, KITE, Matgorzata

Mirga-Tas, Timo Nasseri, Ben Nurgenc, Olu Ogunnaike, Sibylle Peters and Felix Jung,
Rags Media Collective, Eske Schliiters, Xul Solar, Hoda Tawakol, Heidi Voet

22 June 2025: Towards the Planetary Public Sphere —
symposium at the Warburg-Haus, moderated by Joanna Warsza and Patricia Reed

Speakers: Uwe Fleckner, Shahira Issa, KITE, Ragqs Media Collective, Bill Sherman and
more

Contact details:

Stadtkuratorin Hamburg
Klosterwall 15

20095 Hamburg
info@stadtkuratorin-hamburg.de

www.stadtkuratorin-hamburg.de
Instagram: @stadtkuratorin_hh

Kunsthaus Hamburg
Klosterwall 15

20095 Hamburg
info@kunsthaushamburg.de

www.kunsthaushamburg.de
Instagram: kunsthaushamburg
Press contacts:

Annette Nolte
+49 1717772081
presse@stadtkuratorin-hamburg.de

Arash Shahali (International Press)
+32 486361800
arash.shahali@gmail.com

Lea Ziegler (Kunsthaus Hamburg)
+49 40 335803
presse@kunsthaushamburg.de



mailto:info@stadtkuratorin-hamburg.de
mailto:presse@stadtkuratorin-hamburg.de
mailto:arash.shahali@gmail.com
mailto:presse@kunsthaushamburg.de

